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At RISD:

RISD embarked on 
new innovations:

 Rwanda Initiative for Sus-
tainable Development (RISD) 
embarked on new innovations 
for tools for timeliness in report-
ing and addressing land related 
disputes.
In addition to 144 Voluntary 
Community Focal Persons 
(VCFPs), who support com-
munities to timely report land 
related disputes,155 monitoring 

boxes have been placed in 11 pilot districts.
The districts include: Gasabo, Nyarugenge, Kicukiro, Kamonyi, Muhanga, Karungi, 
Musanze, Gakenke, Rubavu, Kirehe, Nyaruguru, and at each of the 144 sectors of these 
districts.
The suggestion boxes as the most recent innovation tool, is mainly designed to reduce 
time spent on seeking appointment to report to relevant authorities of their land related 
problems.   
The weak and elderly, can even send other people to drop their problems in the monitor-
ing boxes.   
A committee is in place that examine issues received through the boxes.  VCFPs, are part 
of this committee, including Community Policing.
A team of 144 VCFPs met in Kigali on July 21st 2017, facilitated by RISD.    At the re-
treat, VCFPs share the types of disputes received from their respective districts, and made 
commitments to encourage communities to report their disputes even faster, in order to be 
supported timely.   

RISD celebrates Dr. Shearer’s PhD, Farewell to 
Pioneer Duke Interns
 Staff and friends of Rwanda Initiative for 
Sustainable Development (RISD) threw a 
party to celebrate the achievements of one of 
their own. 
Celebrations to mark Dr. Samuel Shearer 
graduation with a PhD in Anthropology took 
place at the RISD offices in Nyarutarama 
Kigali city.
Shearer had received his doctorate in April 
2017 which focused on Master Plan and 
Informal Settlement.
Shearer’s PhD journey started when he 
made contacts with RISD in 2012 when 
he requested the organization to host him 
on affiliation for his PhD research that was 
entirely done in Rwanda. 

As a result of his knowledge on Rwanda and RISD activities in the country, Shearer- who 
is attached to Duke University in his teaching role, became the first person to introduced 
RISD and its activities to his colleagues at Duke, especially the ‘Duke Engaging Pro-
gram’.

Through this introduction, the first fruits of an internship program introduced between 
Duke University and RISD.

Sonia Fillipow and Nina Chen were in May 2017 sent to Rwanda to do an internship 
program with RISD under the Engaging Program.
The celebrations also coincided with the visit of Ms. Meredith Casper, the Assistant   Di-
rector for Training and Student Development of Duke University, the Engaging Program, 
of which Sonia and Nina joined RISD under. 

Testimony on unregistered land: 
Name: Verdiana Nyirabarigendera, 
Age: 34,
Sex: Female 
Location: Gakenke district, Rushashi sector, Burimba Cell, Nganzo Village

Case Description:  Verdiana was married to 
a man who disappeared one day and never 
came back home.  Until now, no one, knows 
whether he is still alive or dead.

Unfortunately disappeared when he hadn’t 
yet registered their land and her in-laws 
gave her a piece of land to cultivate but the 
sister-in-law has insisted that she has no 
right on the house where she is lives even 
when it was built by her husband.

Verdiana claims that she was legally married 
but documents on which her ownership is 
written has disappeared with her husband ( 
she does not have the property certificate but 
she is sure her name is on it)

Solution: The property of the family is registered to both husband and wife (as legally 
married couple).
If she is legally married, she will have to look for the disappearance certificate of her 
husband and the documents proving that she is married to the ‘missing’ man so that the 
land and property will be registered in her names.

Mr. John Hitimana; the Director of one stop center of Gakenke district suggested this 
procedure during the site visit of RISD and the representatives of Netherland embassy in 
Rwanda in the district this July, 2017. 

Upcoming projects...

•USSD Codes: RISD is part-
nering with community police and 
the Ministry of Justice to launch 
a land-related dispute monitoring 
mechanism. RISD had developed 
a USSD code that allows commu-
nity police to report land-related 
disputes comprehensively in real 
time – including location and nature 
of dispute, disputant information, 
relationship between disputants, and 
so on. This user-friendly interface 
enables robust and sustainable data 
collection, essential to successful 
dispute monitoring. 

Letter from RISD Chair-

person:

Dear Partners,

We are delighted to share 
with you this News Letter 
on RISD’s experience and 
continuous innovations to-
wards Securing Land Rights 
of Rwandan women and 
men, especially the vulnera-
ble. Land rights and related 
challenges are dynamic and 
require continuous strategic 
innovations of intervention, 
especially if peaceful and 
sustainable solutions are to 
be achieved. To reach this 
goal, RISD combines social 
research with grassroots 
participation.  RISD is com-
mitted to supporting efforts 
aimed at securing land rights 
of the vulnerable and poor, 
and towards influencing pro-
poor policies designed within 
the framework of disputes 
management. 

RISD has witnessed the 
positive evolution of the 
Rwanda Land Reform, since 
the inception of the 2014 
Land Policy, the 2005 Land 
Law (reviewed in 2013), 
and the introduction of the 
Land Tenure Regularization 
Program. Since 2012, RISD 
has embarked on a journey 
to monitor the evolution 
of land-related disputes as 
well as various management 
mechanisms. This first issue 
introduces some of RISD’s 
successful innovations.

We shall continue sharing 
with you innovative lessons, 
from the Securing Land 
Rights Program.

Sincerely,

Prof. LWAKABAMBA Silas
Chairperson, RISD Board

Vision

A world, in which poor 
people have equitable 
access to, and control over 
their natural resources for 
sustainable development.

Mission

RISD will contribute to 
sustainable development 
for women and men es-
pecially the vulnerable 


